Early age best time to expose kids to science and maths by Mohd Izham Hashim,
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KINABALU: 
learners need science 
mathematics to be 
more interactive, 
environment from an 
are naturally cu-
rious in their first years, 
and this is the best time to 
introduce science, mathemat-
ics and How-
the ·correct tprhn;no 
needed," 
Noraini Bte Idris, 
son the National 
Movement. 
She underlined the 
tance of greater 
interests in science and 
mathematics among young 
learners experi-
ments, other in-
nov.ative teaching approach-
es to help them develop the 
passion for science, technol-
ogy and mathematics 
(STEM). 
Dr Noraini said introducing 
science and mathematics at an 
early age is part of immediate 
measures to increase the 
-
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number of students 
the STEM and lamented 
the drop of intakes is 
show science mathemat-
ence 
schools. 
are not the choice 
"The aim is to kids 
about science and mathemat-
ics at an to 
their passion confidence 
in applying the lm,-,wllen'"" 
an enjoyable 
learning environment, 
said. 
Shifting away from mem-
ory-based learning to a learn-
er~centred and interactive ap-
proach is the change that 
needs to happen in schools 
stressed Dr Noraini. The first 
s" 
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When this interest in-
culcated from a Dr 
Noraini said it 
ier to motivate 
pursue science 
maties when 
and all the univer-
the young scientist 
initiative, Dr Noraini said 
learners will be 
maths and sci-
life situations, 
noting elements will 
also be added into the module 
which will also promote log-
ical thinking among young-
sters. 
Furthermore, she also said 
teachers will also be encour-
aged to join the programme to 
learn smart learning tech-
niques they can apply in their 
classes.·· 
fo-
cusing on SK Rampayan. 
Hopefully Sabah or 
the State government can of-
fer their support for this ini-
tiative led by UMS to produce 
more young people entering 
the field of science and math-
ematics. 
Meanwhile, the universi-
ty's Dean in the Faculty of 
Dr 
Malek 
implement the Sci-
entist programme which 
was launched recently in 
Oct 2. 
"in other countries, kids en-
joy a very interactive, engaging 
learning environment where 
they learn to apply science and 
maths in many enjoyable ac-
tivities that also develop soft 
R iL "II _III" 
critical think-
ing, working in teams. 
and communicating effective-
ly. 
We hope to make school 
more fun, and enjoyable for 
young kids to promote 
self-learning and passion in 
STEM subjects. This concept 
is important and can go a long 
way in helping young people 
develop tl=leir full potential," 
said Dr Mohd Dahlan. 
